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ON LITTLE-KNOWN AND UNDE SC R I BE D EGGS FROM 

THE KUKU-NOOR, 

By ERNST JTARTERT. 

rpil E following small collection was sent to this Museum by Herr Tanere, who^> 
l collector had brought it together in the province of Amdo, only a little east 
of the Kuku-Noor, in the hills just south of the town of Si-ning. 

All the eggs were accompanied by the parent birds in good skins, and carefully 
labelled with the corresponding numbers. 1 have named the birds myself. 

1. Merula kessleri Przew. 

Pleske, Aces, Przewalski’s Rcisen, pp. 21-‘2><. 

The eggs agree entirely with Pleske’s excellent description and tigures. 

2. Ruticilla rufiventris (Tieill.). 

Oates, in Hume's Nests and Eggs Ind. B., ii., p. 04 (1*90; ; Pleske, Arcs, 
Przewalski’s Re i sen, p. 50. 

Clutches of fotir aud five eggs sent. They are of a uniform sky-blue colour, 
paler than those of Ruticilla phoenieurus , a little larger than the usual size of the 
latter, and quite spotless. They measure l!Wi to 20-5 : 14*7 to 154. 

Pleske ( l.c .) also mentions tlm eggs, which are said to have fine, hardly 
perceptible, brown punctures on the broad end. 

3. Ruticilla frontalis (Tig.). 

Pleske, Aces , Przewalski’s Reisen , pp. 05, 00, pi. v., fig. 5 ; Oates, in Hume's 
Nests and Eggs Ind. B., ii., p. 04. 

Several clutches, containing five and six eggs each, are of a delicate greenish 
blue, with more or less indistinct small rufous brownish spots near the larger end. 
in some almost invisible, in a few others forming a very distinct aud obvious ring. 
If held agaiust the light they transpare delicate bine ; they are elongate ovate, some 
more pointed towards the smaller end, moderately glossy. They measure 

21 o : 15*0, \ 

20*0 : 15*0, I. and about and between these measurements. 

a3 : J 

The eggs described and figured by Pleske as those of Rat. frontalis and 
R. schist ire jjs (l.c.) are entirely diilerent from those described here, and I have 
considerable doubt whether they are any Ruticil/ar at all. All authenticated 
eggs of members of the genus Ruticilla are either bluish (the majority of the species;, 
occasionally, though faintly, spot ted, or white ( R. tithgs ), and those in id r. Rothschild's 
Museum follow this rule. Therefore 1 rather believe our eggs to be the true eggs 
of Jl. frontalis than those found by Przewalski, and my opinion is backed by the 
eggs described as probably belonging to R. frontalis in Oates’ book (l.r.). although 



unfortunately their identity is very doubtful. In concluding thus 1 am unite aware 
of the danger in generalising facts in oology, and I know that eases are well known 
where closely allied forms lay entirely different eggs — so Muscicapa yrisola (eggs 
sj mtted) aud M. at/irapilla (eggs uniform blue), two birds which even by keen 
goncra-splittiiig ornithologists (cf. for example the Cn tnloguc of Birth, vol. iv.) are 
mostly placed into the same genus — but sneh cases are exceptional, and it is a most 
striking thing that in such cases similarly coloured species lay similarly coloured eggs, 
while slight so-called ** structural ” differences seem to have less iullnence on the eggs’ 
colour. So the greyish striped M. grisoln has the eggs spotted, while the black-and- 
white .1/. ofrirapilta and .1/. collai is have similar blue eggs ; so the black-and-white 
wagtails have all eggs of the well- known character of those of .1/. hatunsa and M. alha , 
while the yellow wagtails, the .1 f. /him and its many allies which on account of a 
somewhat different hind-claw and different habits have been, wrongly, as Sharpe aud 
1 and many others think, generically separated as Budgies — haveijuite different eggs, 
and the also yellow .1/. sulfuret (mrlanope), which nobody included into Budgtes. 
hut which remained in the genus MotuciUa ) has eggs unite similar to those of 
the yellow “ Jiudytes " group. 

Again, eases of one and the same species laying eggs of totally different types 
and character are extremely exceptional, although the rule in Cisticola and allied 
forms, so that it would hardly be advisable to suppose that both Przewalski’s and 
onr eggs were true R. frontalis eggs. Pleske. it is true, also described two 

differently coloured eggs as those of It. frontalis , but they are not half so far from 
each other as his and ours. It is also only fair to mention that an allied bird, the 
Pratincola moussicri * of Xorth-West Africa, also lays eggs of two different types ; bur 
iu this case too they are not half so far one from another as those described as 
belonging to R. frontalis. While Salvin (fhis, 1n 59, p. 3D7) and ('anon Tristram 
(Ihis, lv>0, p. 410; 1 ''GO, p. GO 5) only found eggs that were white with the faintest 
tinge of bluish green, Dr. A. Koenig recently (see Journ. f. Oni ., 1*92, p. 415, 
footnote) found them of two types — white with the faiutest tinge of bluish green, 
and others of a light greenish bine colour. 

4. Chimarrhornis leucocephalus (Vig.). 

Oates, in Hume's Nests and Eggs hid. /?., ii., p. 00; IMeske, A res, 

Przewalski’s Reisen, pp. 07-00. 

One clutch of three eggs only sent. Pleske. although giving good details of 

the habits of this bird, does not describe the eggs, and also Oates seems only to 

repeat llnme’s notes and did not sec the eggs himself, so that it is doubtful whether 
there are any eggs of this bird in any European museum. Mr. Anderson, iu Oates' 
book (/.r.), says that the eggs are so very like giant specimens of the eggs of 
Rhy acorn is / uligi nos ns (Vig.) that any further description is almost supertluons. 

I have not those of Rhyacornis fuliginosus before me, but I find that the eggs of 
Chimarrhornis resemble the better marked ones of Pratincola caprata , which, 
according to Mr. Brooks, in Oates (l.c.), p. 05, are much like those of Rhyne . 
fuliginosus. However, I find that the eggs of Chimarrhornis leucocephalus arc 

* Although P. mouRsicri has been originally described as an Erithacus, and is often termet Unticilla 
mowxicri , so also in Dresser's Jiirds of Europt , all observers — Salvin (/./•),< 'anon Tristram (l.c.). and 
Dr. Koenig (in his various articles in the Jottrn.f. Orn.) — state that it is mere a Pratincola than a Itedstart, 
and so says Scebohm (Pat. Ii., v., p. 400), and so should I conclude without hesitation from the bird' 
appearance. 



much more like those of Copsy chits saularis and its allies, with which they can easily 
he mixed op. Indeed, in comparing ours with some of the latter, I, by mistake, put 
one of the Copsych it s in the box with those of Chimarrhonds and in its place one of 
the latter, an error which 1 only discovered wheu measuring the Chimarrhornis 
clutch. Indeed, I believe that Chimarrhornis is most closely allied to the genera 
Cittocincla and Co psych its, which together shonld stand near to Ruticillu. This 
arrangement is already made by Gales in the Birds of Lidia , and seems to be 
perfectly justified. It was no doubt a great mistake to exclude the “ Copsychinac" 
from the Turdidae , as was formerly done by many, and some of the best 
ornithologists too. 

The eggs of Chimarrhornis are ovate, a little more pointed than the majority of 
those of Copsyektts (see Oates, l.c. , p. *5), moderately glossy. The ground colour 
is a very pale green, blotched with different shades of reddish brown, more so near 
the larger end. They measnre 24 to 24*7 : 17-5 to 17-7 mm. 

o. Pkylloscopus affinis (Tick.). 

Herbivocula affinis Pleske, Aces , Przewalski's Rrisen , p. 115. 

One clutch of seven and one (apparently incomplete) of four eggs. The eggs 
of the former are very little glossy, ovate, white, spotted and speckled with pale 
brownish red, more so near the large end, forming an ill-defined zone. They are 
similar to many eggs of our Phylloscopits trochilus (L.). They measure 15*6 to 10 : 
10-7 to 11 mm. 

The other clutch consists of four eggs, which are but short ovate, more glossy 
and white, with only very few tiny spots near the larger end. They measure 
14-1) to 15 : IPS to 12*1 mm. 

Among the eggs of European Phylloscopi similar variations are common. 

0. Dumeticola thoracica Blyth. 

Dumeticola thoracica Blyth, Joitrn. As. Soc. Bony., xiv., p. 5*4 (1*54 — orig. 
deser.). 

Lusciniolti thoracica Seeb., Cat. B., v., p. 124. pi. 0. 

Dumeticola affinis Hodgs. ( thoracica Blyth), Tacz., f. 0., 1*72, pp. 354, 355 

(eggs !)• 

Dumeticola thoracica Pleske, Aces, Przewalski’s Pei sen, p. 123, pi. 5, fig, 7 

(egg). 

Tribura thoracica Oates, B. Brit, hid , i., p. 305 : id. in Hume's Xests and Eyys 
hid. B., i., p. 220. 

This bird has unfortunately been placed into different genera, and I am not 
able to decide about its proper position before haring gone into the question 
minutely. At present 1 have retained the first generic name under which it was 
described ; but this has to make place for Tribura if Tribura lutciventris is entirely 
congeneric. Perhaps Heebohm was after all right in placing it under Lasciniola , 
although one might remove some of the species which he united under this generic 
name iu the Catalogue of Birds, vol. v. 

One clutch of five eggs sent. The eggs agree with the former descriptions, 
being ovate, some short ovate, the shell fine, almost without gloss. Ground colour 
white, speckled and spotted with brownish red and an underlying pale purplish red, 
much thicker round the larger end, where in some a ringlike zone is formed. They 
are considerably smaller than those fouud by Przewalski, but agree with the 
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measurements given by Oates, and some given by Taczanowski, who recorded their 
great variability in size. Those before me measure 10*0 to 17*2: 12*5 to 12*9 mm. 

7. Pterorhinus davidi tSwinh. 

Pleske, A<v*$, Przewalski’s Reisen, p. 124. 

The eggs agree perfectly with the description of Pleske. They have quite the 
character of those of (inrrulax pec t ora Us and moniliger , hut are, of course, smaller, 
('latches were found with five and six eggs. 

n. Anthus rosaceus Hodgs. 

Oates, in Hume’s Xests and Eggs Ind. B., ii., p. 210. 

Two clutches of four and five eggs respectively. They are of the well-known 
character of Anthus — eggs. The clutch of four is not unlike many eggs of Anthus 
arbor cus, being of a greyish whitish ground colour, thickly freckled over the whole 
surface with brown and greyish brown, and measuring 20*0 : 10 mm. The other 
clutch is different, with the gronud colour lighter and more visible, the whole 
snrface freckled and spotted with a pale earthy brown and greyish deeper-laying 
spots. .Size of the eggs of this clutch, 21*2 : 15-.S mm. 

9. Motacilla leucopsis Gould. 

Clutches of five eggs. They arc quite of the character of those of Motacilla 
alba Linn., and measure 20*2 : 10*2; a little larger in another clutch. 

10. Carpodacus pulcherrimus (Moore). 

Propasser pulckerrimus Oates, in Hume’s Xests and Eggs Ind. B., ii., p. 153. 

The exceedingly beantifnl eggs are like the well-known eggs of Carpodacus 
ergthrinus , but smaller, measuring only 19*1 to 19*0: 14 to 14*3 mm. They are 
of a pale clear bine. In some the spots on the larger end are very small and fine, 
and of a very dark, almost black, brown ; in others they are larger and almost deep 
purple brown, and in one they are long and fine hairlike lines and figures. The 
eggs are here described for the first time. 

It is not worth while to separate the genera Propasser and Carpodacus , as 
Oates did in the Birds of India, and I follow .Sharpe ( Cat . />., xii.) in uniting them. 
The eggs, too, are quite of the same character. 

II. Carpodacus rubicilloides Przew. 

Przcw., Rowley’s Orn. Misc., ii., p, 299, pi. 54 (1877). 

One clntch of three eggs. They have the beantifnl pale blue colour so 
characteristic of the eggs of Carpodacus , and arc marked with a few spots, specks, 
and hairlike Hues of a dee]) purplish brown or almost black. They are larger than 
the eggs of C. ergthrinus (Pall.) generally, but in East Prussia, where tile eggs 
of this bird seem to be larger on an average than those from Northern Asia, 1 have 
fonnd some that fully reach these in size, the eggs of C. rubicilloides measuring 
21*2, 21 4, and 21*0 : 1 5*3, 15*4, and 15*5, while 1 took eggs of C. ergthrinus in E. 
Prussia measuring up to 22 mm. in length, although the majority is much smaller. 

The one female sent with the eggs seems to bcloug to C. rubicilloides. I have 
no specimen to compare with it, but I do not think that the bird can belong to anv 
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other species, all the other allied species being before me. It is most similar to 
the female of C. gram/ is Blyth, but a little paler and the wing longer, the latter 
measuring fully 3*0 inches, which is even longer than that given by Przewalski. 

12. Acantliis brevirostris (Bp.). 

Oates, in Hume’s Nests and Eggs Ind . B., ii., p. 155. 

Quite like the eggs of Acanthi* j/avirostris and eannabina, but a little 
smaller, measuring 17 : 12*4 and J 7* 1 : 12*6 mm. Five aud six in the dutch. 

13. Lanius tephronotus (Vig.). 

Oates, in Hume’s Nests and Eggs Ind. B., i., p. 327 (1889). 

( dutches of five eggs were found. They vary considerably, like other shrikes’ 
eggs, 8ome clutches consist of eggs with a pale greenish white shell, others of 
such with a reddish buff shell, and the buff ones have reddish markings, the 
greenish ones deep brown spots and pale sepia grey clonds, all after tin* fashion 
of the eggs of Lanins collurio. In size they vary considerably too, and some 

clutches have a ringlike zone of spots near the thicker end, while in the reddish 

clntch the markings are scattered all over the eggs. In size they resemble those 
of Lanins rufus and its subspecies rutilans, or are larger aud vary much, like 
the latter, in size and form. 

14. Podoces humilis Hume. 

Several clutches of five eggs were sent. It surprised me not a little to see 

these eggs, as they were pure white ! They are ovate and elongate ovate or oval, 

moderately glossy, very smooth, and with several impressed lines along the surface, 
and not at. all unlike the eggs of lynx tor g nil la. If held against the light they 
shine throngh white, not at all yellow or greenish. They measure 2145: 10*2, 
23*5: 10*0, 22*5: 16*5, aud about and between these measurements, and the shell 
is rather hard. 

1 am well aware that in the Journal fur Ornithologies 1873, p. 03 aud pi. 3, 
figs. 37, 38, the eggs of Podoces pande.ri Fischer were characterised as entirely 
different, coloured and spotted, aud that later collectors proved the correctness of 
that description, and that it seems very remarkable that a bird of the same genus 
should have snch different eggs; bnt I have no reason to doubt the correctness of these 
eggs ol Podoces kvmilis. Herr Tanere’s collector, Riickbeil, who is entirely to be 
trusted, according to Herr Taucre, sent the bird, aud on its label the remark that 
the clutches numbered so-and-so belonged to it. Even if the collector had made 
a mistake with the first nest, he would probably have discovered his mistake later 
on. If we accept it as a fact that the white eggs of Podoces humilis are correct, 
it would seem a shock to the enthusiastic oologists’ belief in the importance of 
oology in systematic questions, and 1 must admit that I hardly know of two other 
birds of the same genus having so totally different eggs. (See former remarks 
under Ruticilla frontalis, antea, p. 070.) 

15. Perdix sifanica Przew. 

A number of eggs are all alike, quite like those of Perdix perdix ( L.), but the 
shell perhaps not quite so smooth. They have the well-known pah* olive brown 
or milk-and-coffee colour of our partridges’ eggs, are inside sea-green by transparent 
light, and measure 34 and 35 : 23 mm. 



